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People behind the big events

¥ ILIANA STILLITANO

F you've ever attended a football match, seen

the impressive Sydney fireworks on New

Year’s Eve or witnessed an Olympics opening

ceremony, chances are you're familiar with
The P.A. People but just didn’t know it.

As one of the largest suppliers of audio
visual, lighting and communications systems,
the team of dedicated technical and design of-
ficers, qualified tradespeople and engineering
and assembly personnel are responsi%;:a for
bringing major events to life.

Ant% it’s all done from the company’s
Rhodes factory.

For example, the Australian-owned

company that operates locally and internation-.

ally was selected to provide the communica-
tions needs for the Baku European Games in
Azerbaijan which included two-way radios,
intercom, CCTV and technical services.

“The scale of the project was pretty re-
markable,” said Chris Dodds, managing direc-
tor of The P.A. People. “In many ways it was a
bigger undertaking than Sochi (Olympics).”

The P.A, People are stalwarts when it
comes to audio installations and event com-
munications.

Handling communications for the spec-
tacular ceremony was no easy feat given the
scale of the event but the team succeeded.

“The 70,000 seat stadium in Baku was the
largest communications deployment for an
event ever. We had three 40-feet containers
of equipment that left Rhodes, 22 staffon
the ground and rehearsals over four months,”
said Steve Drury, head of Development and
Marketing,

“The stadium was full, the clock ticked to
zero and everything had to work”

Were there jitters in the background?

“No, you have to have the ability to focus
and push through, reliant on your preparation
and your team, particularly in a Jive environ-
ment. Your reputation is certainly at stake, but
it’s the success of the show you have to keep
in mind”
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Baku European Garmes in Azerbaijan.

It helps that the team has had plenty of
experience when it comes to live events — they
su%pliedmost of the intercom equ‘iipment
and systems for many Olympic and Paralym-
pic games, communication systems for the
Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix, pre-game
entertainment at the NRL grand final and pro-
duction audio for Monster Jam’s national tour.

And that’s just the company’s events divi-
sion. They also run a service department and
have an installed service systems team. The
latter counts ANZ Stadium, Taronga Zoo,
Sydney Airport and NSW Parliament among
its clients.

Projects have included the new Sumatran
Tiger experience at Taronga where The P.A.
People installed outdoor screens that display
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information about the tigers and speakers for
voice announcements.

The audio services at Barangaroo Ferry
Wharfis also the work of The P.A. People
and you may have seen their creative genius
atwork at the Australian Open - they created
the bespoke A and O letters covered in LED
pixels, stunning audiences with its sheer size
and imagery.

‘The company has soared from its humble
start almost 40 years ago making box PA sys-
tems for churches andgsochool halls.

“That was pre the digital age when engi-
neering was more pedestrian. Now there is
greater technical sophistication, greater client
and audience expectation and the bar has
been raised,” Mr Drury said.

Aussie stars headline Australia Day at Parramatta

ARRAMATTA will host a 15-hour mara-
thon celebration this Australia Day, featur-
ing an array of entertainment, family-fun
activities, live music and great food in the
Eictmesque surrounds of the World Heritage-
isted Parramatta Park.

Kicking off from 6am with the ever-popu-
lar hot air balloon display; the celebrations will
continue all day with The Big BBQ competi-
tion, CARnivale display, Parravision Grand
Final, kid’s workshops and activities, and will
culminate with a spectacular fireworks display
at 9pm.

City of Parramatta Lord Mayor Andrew
Wilson said: “The City of Parramatta’s rich
colonial heritage puts Parramatta front and
centre at the ce%egration of the founding
of this country. Council looks forward to
celebrating our rich history and what it means
to be Australian in 2018 as we look forward to
another year of building Australia’s next great
city” :
“There is no better place than Parramatta
to enjoy Australia Day and I encourage every-
one to come along and be part of this wonder-
ful celebration which r.ru}y offers something
for every member of the family to enjoy.”

Australian singing icons Daryl Braithwaite
and Kate Ceberano will headline the evenin
concert on the main stage. Recently inducteg
into the ARTA Hall of Fame, Daryl is expected
to perform some of his greatest hits such as
‘Tlfe Horses, ‘As The Days Go By’ and ‘One
Summer’

“I'm excited to be part of the Australia Day
festivities in Parramatta Park along with so
many talented performers, It's humbling that
these songs which mean so much to me con-
tinue to strike a chord with so many people
of all ages across the country, and I'm looking
forward to putting on a great show for my fans
in Western Sydney.”

A special Welcome Ceremony by Darug
Auntie Jacinta Tobin will oomma?;j:je the eve-
ning stage pro, . West Australian singer-
songwritef Teigsrca]f;, children’s favourites Hi-5
and popular duo Busby Marou will also hit
the main stage ahead of the headline perfor-
mances. b o

Emerging Western Sydney artists wi
feature ;In%)]ggnently in tl?;e event line-up. The
Aerial Stage will host a student performance
by Western Sydney-based music school
Stormer Music, choirs including Circular
Keys and Western Sydney Youth Orchestra,
and many more, The Re? Bull Stage and Bar
will feature the sounds of emerging Western
Sydney female DJs including x{ﬁ:andm Falk,
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Dary! Braithwaite.

Gozo, Nicole Hamblin-Walker, Yemisul and
KT Kosmic.

Sydney’s favourite display of classic and
vintage cars, CARnivale will this year include
a 1910 International Auto Buggy manufac-
tured by the International Harvest Company
of America and a 1959 Ford Prefect converted
to electric power, both from the collection of
the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences.

Among other highlights throughout the day
willbea of interactive activities for the wholl
fanulymcinjlﬁleng a children’s ‘Parade of Creatures’;
roving performers; circus, magic shows and work-
shops, and plenty of rides and food options.

For further details visit www.ausdaypar-
ramatta.com.au

New air
quality
stations built

EW air quality monitoring stations

have been built in Parramatta,

Gunnedah and Narrabri, expanding

NSW'’s nation leading Air Quality
Monitoring Network, Environment Min-
ister Gabrielle Upton announced.

“NSW has led the rest of the country
in air quality monitoring and protection,
these monitoring stations add to our
sophisticated Air Quality Monitoring
Network — the largest and most compre-
hensive in Australia,” Ms Upton said.

The new monitoring stations in the
Parramatta CBD, at Kitchener Park in
Gunnedah and at Narrabri Airport have
been completed and are already opera-
tional.

The NSW Government is also part-
nering with industry and the community
to establish a monitoring network in the
Namoi Valley.

“We are establishing a Namoi Re-
gional Air Quality Advisory Committee
to work on the North-West Air Quality
Monitoring Network,” Ms Upton an-
nounced.ﬁns

“These new stations give us the infor-
mation we need to understand air quality
in areas where people work, live and play
in NSW.’

The NSW Air Quality Monitoring
Network collects information from 48
stations across the state, providing up-to-
date information on air quality.

For more information on the air
quality monitoring network and daily
air quality monitoring data please visit:
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
topics/air/monitoring-air-quality
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